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doubtless full of imagery drawn from the Old Testament,
and that the conception of a lamb of God makes the sub-
ject of one of the most striking of the Psalms, we shall
perceive what he meant to convey by this phrase. The
Psalmist describes himself as one of Jehovah's flock, safe
under His care, absolved from all anxieties by the sense of
His protection, and gaining from this confidence of safety
the leisure to enjoy without satiety all the simple pleasures
which make up life, the freshness of the meadow, the
coolness of the stream. It is the most complete picture
of happiness that ever was or can be drawn. It repre-
sents that state of mind for which all alike sigh, and the
want of which makes life a failure to most; it represents
that Heaven which is everywhere if we could but enter it,
and yet almost nowhere because so few of us can. The
two or three who win it may be called victors in life's
conflict; to them belongs the regnum et diadema tutum.
They may pass obscure lives in humble dwellings, or like
Fra Angelico in a narrow monastic cell, but they, are
vexed with no flap of unclean wings about the ceiling.
From some such humble dwelling Christ came to receive
the prophet's baptism. The Baptist was no lamb of God.
He was a wrestler with life, one to whom peace of mind
does not come easily, but only after a long struggle.
His restlessness had driven him into the desert, where he
had contended for years with thoughts he could not mas-
ter, and from whence he had uttered his startling alarum
to the nation. He was among the dogs rather than
among the lambs of the Shepherd. He recognised the
superiority of him whose confidence had never been
disturbed, whose steadfast peace no agitations of life had